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COMMENTS FROM PAST ATTENDEES 

“I can’t speak highly enough of the 
conference. The selection of topics 
and presenters was excellent.”

“Great balance between pertinent 
and valuable information and 
practical suggestions …”

“The speakers were all excellent 
without exception – focused on what 
was most relevant – a good mix of 
the theoretical and the practical.”

Source: NASA Worldview app. (https://worldview.earthdata.nasa.gov)



TRUSTS CONFERENCE

For trust lawyers and trustees these are challenging and interesting times.

• The Trusts Act 2019 is now in full effect.
• The Te Ture Whenua Māori (Succession, Dispute Resolution and Related Matters) 

Amendment Act 2020 is now in force.
• The Law Commission is undertaking a review of succession and inheritance law which 

will be a once in a lifetime opportunity to get it right.

I invite you to attend the 2021 Trust Conference which continues the successful biennial con-
ferences which have been run by NZLS CLE for many years. For the many lawyers through-
out New Zealand who work in the areas of trusts, estates, property and relationship prop-
erty, it is essential that we understand what is going on and how this will affect our advice 
and practices over the next few years. 

I look forward to seeing you at the conference.

Greg Kelly
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CHAIR

Greg Kelly, Principal, Greg Kelly Law, Wellington

Greg has 40 years’ experience in the wills, trusts and estate area.  He is a member of the New Zealand Law Society 
Property Law and Family Law Sections, of Society of Trust and Estate Practitioners, and chaired the NZLS CLE Trust 
Conferences in 2009, 2011, 2015, 2017 and 2019. Greg is a contributor to Butterworth’s Law of Trusts, probate and 
administration author for McGechan on Procedure, co-author of Garrow and Kelly’s Law of Trusts and Trustees (6th 
and 7th editions) and of Dobbies’ Probate and Administration Practice (5th and 6th editions). 

FROM THE CHAIR



PROGRAMME

DAY ONE

 8.00-8.30 REGISTRATION

 8.30-8.40 WELCOME AND OPENING  |  Chair: Greg Kelly

8.40-9.20 KEYNOTE – SETTLOR CONTROL

  Exploring the question of control by an individual over a trust through the use of powers and 
behaviour, and examine the latest cases in New Zealand and other jurisdictions where courts 
have considered whether such arrangements are in fact trusts at all.

Presenter   Professor Jessica Palmer

9.20-10.20 HOW TO LIMIT YOUR OBLIGATIONS AND STILL GET PAID

 Trustees are appointed to look after the interests of the beneficiaries, not for personal benefit.  
Of course, professional trustees expect to charge as usual, and settlor-trustees expect to 
benefit. Default duties in the Trusts Act 2019 constrain these activities, and new provisions 
also restrict limitation of liability and indemnity clauses.  How should these be navigated?

Presenters   Chris Kelly 
 Kimberley Lawrence

 10.20-10.45 MORNING TEA

10.45-11.45 PROTECTORS/GUARDIANS AND COMPANY TRUSTEES

 This session focuses on (1) appointers and protectors, and (2) company trustees, and how 
they can be used in trust deeds in New Zealand.

Presenters   Jeff Kenny 
 Tanya Speight 
 Katrina Wood

11.45-12.30 THE LAWYER AS TRUSTEE – OBLIGATIONS, EXPOSURE AND ETHICS

 Focusing the lens on the position of lawyers acting as independent trustees and the 
sometimes difficult boundaries between their roles and duties.

Presenter   Tim Mullins

 12.30-1.20 LUNCH

1.20-2.05 LESSONS FROM FAMILY OFFICES

 An overview of what a Family Office is, the different types of Family Office and how they  
have developed internationally. This session will also look at the key aspects of establishing  
a Family Office.

Presenter   James Scullin
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2.05-2.50 DISCLOSURE OF TRUST INFORMATION AND CURRENT ISSUES

  The extent of trustees’ obligations to disclose information to beneficiaries is controversial.  
In this session the current case law and the changes made by the Trusts Act 2019 are  
discussed with comment on how the exceptions to the disclosure obligations will apply in 
practice.

Presenter   Bill Patterson

 2.50-3.15 AFTERNOON TEA

3.15-4.30 TRANSMOGRIFICATION OF TRUSTS

  Exploring the mechanisms that can be selected to attack, defend or modify a trust.  
A practical discussion on drafting and clause modification, considering whether trust deeds 
are “fit for purpose”.

Presenters   Colette Mackenzie 
 Andrew Watkins

 4.30-4.40 SUMMARY OF THE DAY  |  Chair: Greg Kelly

 4.40-6.00 NETWORKING DRINKS

DAY TWO

 8.30-8.40 WELCOME BACK  |  Chair: Greg Kelly

8.40-9.30 KEYNOTE – MĀORI TRUSTS

  Justice Williams will look at overlaps and tensions between principles of  
trusts and tikanga as they operate within the Māori community and (potentially) more  
generally.

Presenters   The Honourable Justice Joe Williams

9.30-10.30 TIKANGA AND TRUSTS

 An examination of what tikanga can bring to trust analysis, including consideration of trusts 
under Te Ture Whenua Māori Act.

Presenter   Isaac Hikaka

 10.30-10.55 MORNING TEA

10.55-12.25 REFORMING SUCCESSION LAW

 Review of the potential reforms to succession law and relationship property claims on death 
including:

•  Possible reforms to relationship property rights
• Scope of the Family Protection Act
• Challenging disinheritance, including breach of fiduciary duty
• The effect of marriage and divorce on succession rights.

Presenters   Juliet Moses 
 Emerita Professor Nicola Peart

 12.25-1.15 LUNCH
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1.15-2.15 CREDITORS, BENEFICIARIES, AND TRUSTEES ACCESSING THE TRUST 
PROPERTY – PLUNDERING OR ENFORCEMENT?

  What can creditors of beneficiaries and trustees do to enforce against trust assets?  
This session takes a critical review of the methods available to creditors, what trustees and 
beneficiaries can do in response, and considers whether creditor action is enforcement or 
plunder.

Presenters   Jeremy Johnson 
 Jared Ormsby

2.15-3.05 TRUSTS, TAX PLANNING AND THE 39% TAX RATE

  This session considers the impact of the increase in the top personal tax rate, the new trust 
disclosure rules and proposed integrity measures on tax planning and trusts.

Presenter   Stephen Tomlinson

3.05-3.30 AFTERNOON TEA

3.30-4.30 CASE LAW UPDATE

  An overview of interesting case decisions from Aotearoa and offshore jurisdictions with  
critical analysis of trending or novel practices and procedures in trust law.

Presenters   Dr Andrew Butler 
 Rebecca Rose

4.30-4.40 CLOSING COMMENTS  |  Chair: Greg Kelly

LEARNING  
OBJECTIVES

By attending this conference you will be:

•  Updated on the topical issues, legislation and case law.

•  Able to apply this knowledge in your practice. 
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS  

Professor Jessica Palmer, University of Otago, Dunedin

Professor Jessica Palmer is the Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the Division of Humanities (of which the Law 
Faculty is a part) at the University of Otago. She also teaches and researches in contract, trusts and 
commercial law. Before joining the Otago Law Faculty in 2005, Jessica served as a Judges’ Clerk in 
the High Court in Auckland and worked in a national commercial law firm.

SPEAKERS  

The Honourable Justice Joe Williams, Supreme Court, Wellington

Justice Williams has an LLB from the Victoria University of Wellington and an LLM (Hons) from the 
University of British Colombia. He became a partner at Kensington Swan in 1992 and went on to 
co-found Walters Williams & Co in 1994. In 1999 he became Chief Judge of the Māori Land Court 
and was appointed Deputy Chairperson of the Waitangi Tribunal shortly after in 2000. He was 
made Chairperson of the Waitangi Tribunal in 2004. Justice Williams was appointed a judge of the 
High Court in September 2008, a judge of the Court of Appeal in February 2018, and a judge of the 
Supreme Court in May 2019.

Justice Williams’ iwi are Ngati Pūkenga, Waitaha and Tapuika.

Dr Andrew Butler, Thorndon Chambers, 
Wellington

Andrew is a seasoned advocate with 
extensive experience before New 
Zealand’s superior courts. His practice 
focuses on commercial, trusts and public 
law. Andrew is co-author of the leading 
textbook on the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights Act 1990 and is the general editor 
of Thomson Reuters' Equity and Trusts in 
New Zealand (2nd edition). 

Jeremy Johnson, Bankside Chambers, 
Auckland

Jeremy is an experienced litigator 
and dispute resolution specialist with 
expertise in commercial, insolvency, 
relationship property, arbitrations, equity 
and trust law. He is a STEP member 
and holds a STEP Advanced Certificate 
in Trust Disputes, and a Fellow of the 
Arbitrators’ and Mediators’ Institute of 
New Zealand.

Isaac Hikaka, LeeSalmonLong, Auckland

Isaac has particular expertise in complex 
relationship property and international 
trust disputes. He appears in cases in 
New Zealand and the Pacific Islands, 
including as lead counsel before the Privy 
Council. 

Chris Kelly, Greg Kelly Law, Wellington

Chris has over 40 years’ experience 
specialising in trusts. He is co-author 
of the new 8th and previous editions of 
Garrow & Kelly Law of Trusts.
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SPEAKERS  

Jeff Kenny, Saunders Robinson Brown, 
Christchurch

Jeff has over 30 years’ experience in 
trust law. He is a member of STEP and 
contributing author of New Zealand 
Conveyancing Law and Practice published 
by CCH New Zealand and a contributing 
author of Equity and Trusts in New 
Zealand published by Thomson Reuters. 
He has also been involved in a number of 
committees dealing with the reform of 
New Zealand trust law.

Kimberley Lawrence, Greg Kelly Law, 
Wellington

Kimberly provides strategic advice to 
clients dealing with difficult trust and 
estate problems, and acts in relation to 
trust and estate litigation of all kinds.

Colette Mackenzie, Greg Kelly Law, 
Wellington

Colette has extensive experience in all 
aspects of trust law, advising clients 
on the use of trusts and wills in the 
context of asset planning, with particular 
expertise in dealing with attacks on the 
division of trust property.

Tim Mullins, LeeSalmonLong, Auckland

Tim primarily practises civil litigation, 
and regulatory law and intellectual 
property. He regularly advises on legal 
professional/regulatory matters and 
lectured Legal Ethics for several years. 

Bill Patterson, Patterson Hopkins, 
Auckland

Bill has an extensive trust, commercial 
and equity litigation practice. He is the 
author of The Law of Family Protection 
and Testamentary Promises, LexisNexis, 
now in its 5th edition (release date: 
31/05/21).

James Scullin, Todd Family Office, 
Wellington

James joined the Todd Family Office in 
2014. He specialises in trusts and estate 
planning. 

Emerita Professor Nicola Peart, 
University of Otago, Dunedin

Nicola is a retired professor of law at the 
University of Otago, still doing research 
on trusts, relationship property and 
succession law. She was a member of 
the Law Commission’s Expert Advisory 
Group on their reviews of trust law, 
relationship (property) law and now 
succession law.

Juliet Moses, TGT Legal, Auckland

Juliet specialises in trusts, personal asset 
planning and succession. She is Chair 
of the STEP Education Committee and 
a contributing author and tutor of the 
Trusts and Estates Diploma (NZ). 

Jared Ormsby, Plymouth Chambers, 
Christchurch

Jared specialises in trusts and 
commercial litigation. He advised the 
Minister of Justice on the Trust Reference 
Group, is a STEP member and a 
contributing author to Thomson Reuters’ 
Equity and Trusts in New Zealand.

Rebecca Rose, Bankside Chambers, 
Auckland

Rebecca specialises in general civil, 
corporate/commercial and public law. 
Her practice spans a broad field of areas, 
including wills, trusts, and property. 
Rebecca has acted as counsel in all of 
New Zealand’s higher courts and in 
numerous leading cases.  
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SPEAKERS  

Andrew Watkins, Wynn Williams, 
Christchurch

Andrew is a specialist in family law, 
particularly the resolution of complex 
relationship property and estate claims. 
He has conducted over 80 successful 
mediations and has completed courses 
in advanced negotiation and advanced 
mediation at Harvard. 

Katrina Wood, Saunders Robinson 
Brown, Christchurch

Katrina is a commercial and trust 
lawyer and works closely with Saunders 
Robinson Brown’s trusts and estates 
team. She is a member of the ADLS 
Documents and Precedents Committee 
and has been involved in redrafting 
standard form trust documents as a result 
of the Trusts Act. Katrina advises clients 
on company and trust structuring. 

VENUES

AUCKLAND
21-22 June 2021 

Ellerslie Event Centre
100 Ascot Avenue
Remuera
Auckland

WELLINGTON
28-29 June 2021 

Te Papa
55 Cable Street
Wellington

LIVE WEB STREAM 
28-29 June 2021

At Your Computer

Please note: Live Web Stream 
registrations close 3pm Friday 
25 June

FEE

The registration fee includes morning and afternoon teas, lunch, and a book. 

BOOK

Books are available in Hard Copy, PDF or Both. Please indicate your choice over page. 

• Hard Copy

Your book will be given to you when you register on the day.

• PDF

You will be emailed a PDF copy of the book 3 working days before the event.

• Both Hard Copy & PDF

You will be emailed a PDF copy of the book 3 working days before the event, and can collect the hard copy 
book when you register on the day.

Tanya Speight, Saunders Robinson 
Brown, Christchurch

Tanya is a senior member of Saunders 
Robinson Brown’s specialist trusts and 
estates team. She is a member of STEP 
and advises clients on all aspects of trust 
law, particularly complex trust and estate 
reviews and re-structures.

Stephen Tomlinson, Tomlinson Law, 
Christchurch

Stephen advises clients (including law 
firms and accounting firms) on a wide 
range of taxation and trust law issues. 
He is a member of the NZLS Taxation 
Committee and the ADLS Trust Law 
Committee.

INFORMATION  
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TRUSTS CONFERENCE 
REGISTRATION

Last Name First Name Title

Firm/Organisation

Address

PO Box:  DX:

Street Address:

Suburb:

Town/City: Postcode:

Phone:

Email:

Dietary Requirements:

REGISTER
ONLINE AT:  
www.lawyerseducation.co.nz 

POST TO: 
NZLS CLE Ltd, PO Box 5041,  
Wellington 6140, DX SP20202

FAX TO:  
04 463 2986

INQUIRIES
0800 333 111
registrations@lawyerseducation.co.nz

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY
You may cancel your registration eight working days 
in advance of an event, and you will receive a refund 
less a 25% administration fee. If you cancel less than 
eight working days in advance of the event, no refund 
is payable. If you are unable to attend, you may transfer 
your registration to another person. If you wish to do 
so you must advise CLE in writing of the change. NZLS 
CLE Ltd reserves the right to close registrations, and, 
cancel or reschedule an event as necessary. Where an 
event is cancelled by CLE, a full refund is payable.

REGISTER ME FOR

 AUCKLAND
21-22 JUNE

 WELLINGTON
28-29 JUNE

 LIVE WEB STREAM 
28-29 JUNE

Please note: Live Web Stream 
registrations close 3pm Friday 
25 June

PAYMENT

  PAY BY DIRECT CREDIT:  Acc. Name ‘NZLS CLE Ltd. Acc. Number 12-3192-0049995-00 
(Include your surname & name of organisation as the reference)

  PAY BY CREDIT CARD:

Card Number: 

- - -

Expiry: 

/
Security 
code: 

Name on Card: Visa 

 Cardholders 
 Signature:

Mastercard

Amex 

FEE (Incl GST) - Includes book and all catering

Early Bird By 20 May or AFTER 20 May

NZLS/Associate member   $1345.00   $1395.00

 Non-member   $1425.00   $1475.00

Live Web Stream   $1325.00   $1375.00

BOOK

Books are available in Hard Copy AND/OR PDF. Please indicate your choice.

Hard Copy    OR $ no extra charge

PDF    OR $ no extra charge

Both Hard Copy and PDF + $30

CONFERENCE FEE                                                            
 BOOK – BOTH HARD COPY AND 

PDF    TOTAL DUE

 $ + $ =         $

PRIVACY ACT 2020
The information requested on this registration form is for NZLS CLE Ltd and the sponsors only.    

I do not wish the sponsors to receive my contact details.
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